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1. Module description: 
 
This course seeks to introduce students to the fundamental principles of Intellectual 
Property (IP) law in Singapore. It has been designed to induct and immerse students 
who have little to no knowledge of IP law into one of the most interesting and rewarding 
areas of law, and to provide a strong foundation for those who intend to pursue 
advanced courses in IP or information technology. Since the practical application of IP 
law intersects with many other areas of law (e.g. corporate-commercial law, 
commercial dispute resolution, compliance, criminal law), students seeking to 
complement their knowledge with a basic understanding of IP should also find this 
module helpful. 
 

2. Module objectives 
 
At the end of the course, students will be expected to:  
 

a. Demonstrate a significant understanding of basic concepts, precepts, issues 
and rules of IP law.  

 
b. Demonstrate a significant understanding of different IP rights  

 
c. Be able to interpret and apply the relevant IP statutes and cases (from 

Singapore and elsewhere)  
 

d. Demonstrate the ability to apply the principles of IP law to different factual 
contexts and hypothetical scenarios.  

 
3. Module assessment 

 
The final grade for the module will be based on a final examination (70%) and a 2000-
word essay (30%). Further details will be made available. 
 

4. Topics covered 
 

Over Semester, the following topics will be taught:  
 
1. Introduction to intellectual property law 

 
 Rationale for IP protection 
 Overlapping IP rights 

 
2. Copyright  
 

 Rationale for copyright protection 
 Subject matter protected by copyright 
 Criteria for copyright protection  
 Ownership of copyright and other dealings 
 Infringement & exclusive rights conferred by copyright 
 Defences, exceptions and limitations 
 Enforcement and remedies 

 
3. Trade marks, passing off and geographical indications 

 
 Rationale for protection  
 Differences between trade marks and passing off 
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 Requirements of a valid trade mark 
 Ownership and other dealings 
 Actions relating to the Register 
 Infringement  
 Defences, exceptions and limitations 
 Enforcement and remedies 

 
4. Patents 
 

 Rationale for patent protection 
 Requirements of a valid patent  
 Ownership / Entitlement 
 Infringement & Claim construction 
 Defences, exceptions and limitations 
 Enforcement and remedies 

 
5. Other areas of IP & closely related areas of law 
 

 Criminal provisions 
 Registered designs 
 Protecting confidential information and trade secrets 
 Brief introduction to plant varieties 

 
 


